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its influence: it spread into the Lower Rhine; in May the towns of West-
phalia came in; from a letter addressed to the king in July it appears
that more than seventy towns of South Germany took part in the assembly
held under the presidency of the Justiciary Count Adolf of Waldeck, at
Mayence. With its increase in size and influence the need arose for a more
settled system of conducting its affairs. At first, meetings of the league
were summoned as occasion demanded., usually at Mayence or Worms, the
two towns who had taken the initiative in its formation; in October it
was decided to hold stated meetings at definite places and intervals: at
Cologne at Epiphany, at Mayence in the octave of Easter, at Worms on
the feast of St Peter and St Paul, at Strasbourg on the Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin.

Nevertheless the inclusion of territorial lords in what was essentially a
league of towns led very soon to difficulties; the old antagonism between
the two elements sprang up again; the lords would often hamper the
work of the league; the Count of Leiningen on one occasion seized the
deputies of Mayence and Worms on their way to a league meeting at
Strasbourg, and thrust them into prison. Some of the grievances of the
lords were allayed by the conciliatory policy of the towns, who for instance
renounced the hated pfahlbiirger; but the friction continued. The diffi-
culty of maintaining peace was further aggravated by the serious feud
between the king himself and the Archbishop of Cologne. The latter in
the summer of 15255 was trying to bring about the deposition of William
and the election of Ottokar of Bohemia in his place. But the warnings of
the new Pope, Alexander IV, effectively put an end to the conspiracy.
However, William's position was so much strengthened by the league that
he began to make preparations for a journey to Italy for his imperial
coronation in the near future. But he had first to deal with an insurrection
in West Frisia. Riding over the ice-covered marshes in mid-winter, his
horse slipped; he was thrown to the ground and killed by some Frisians
near Medemblik (28 January 1256).

The premature death of William of Holland was a misfortune for
Germany. He was making headway, and might, had he lived, eventually
have succeeded in restoring some sort of order in the country. His death
threw everything again into confusion; there was no prince of outstanding
position and merit upon whom the electors were likely to agree; and
unanimity of certain princes was now the rule of electoral procedure. This
was definitely established by the Brunswick decree of 1252, and it was
emphasised by the towns, which had come during the last few years to
exercise a predominant influence in German politics, when they informed
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